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GOVERNOR’S TASK FORCE 
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF BALLOT QUESTION 2: 

THE REGULATION AND TAXATION OF MARIJUANA ACT 
LABORATORY WORKING GROUP 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Nevada Department of Taxation  

Large Conference Room  
1550 College Parkway 
Carson City, Nevada 

 
Nevada Department of Taxation  

Training Room  
2550 Paseo Verde Parkway, Suite 180  

Henderson, Nevada 
 

March 22, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:37 a.m. 
 
Members: 
Alec Garcia, Chair 
Lynn Hettrick, Chair 
Jorge Pupo   
Benjamin Chew 
Ed Alexander 
Shane Johnson 
Darryl Johnson 
Sharryn Cohen 
Sarah Chapman 
Darin Carpenter 
Allison Gigante 
 

I. Public Comment  
There was no public comment. 
 

II. Introductions. 
No introductions were made. 

 
III. Backgrounds. 

Alec Garcia reviewed the working group background. 
 

IV. Review of Guiding Principles. 
Kelly Jessee reviewed the Guiding Principles of the Task Force and working groups. 

 
V. Review of Task Force and Working Group Timeline and Future Meeting Dates. 

Kelly Jessee reviewed the calendar of the Task Force and working groups. 
 

VI. Review of Ground Rules. 
Kelly Jessee reviewed the ground rules of the Task Force and working groups. 
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VII. Review of Working Group Recommendation Process. 

Kelly Jessee reviewed the working group recommendation process. 
 

VIII. Review of Form for Working Group Presentations to the Task Force. 
Kelly Jessee reviewed the Form for the working group presentations to the Task Force. 
 

IX. Review of the Laboratory Working Group Topics.   
 

A. Operations Practices 
B. Accreditation 

 
Darryl Johnson, Alec Garcia, Sharryn Cohen volunteered to produce a draft 
recommendation with regard to accreditation.  Testing method verification accredited – ISO 
/Verification - Audit/ validation. 
 

C. Tracking Inventory 
 
Benjamin Chew and Ed Alexander volunteered to produce a draft recommendation with 
regard to tracking inventory. 
 

D. Sample Sizes for Testing and Retention 
 
Lynn Hettrick and Darryl Johnson volunteered to produce a draft recommendation with 
regard to sample sizes for testing and retention. 
 

E. Ownership Interest 
 

Shane Johnson volunteered to produce a draft recommendation with regard to ownership 
interest. 
 

F. Local Government Involvement 
G. Advisory Group 

 
X. Review and Consideration for Approval of Agenda Items for Next Meeting (for 

possible action). 
 

Darryl Johnson, Alec Garcia, Sharryn Cohen will produce a draft recommendation with 
regard to accreditation to be discussed at the next working group meeting and potentially 
submitted to the Task Force.  Testing method verification accredited – ISO /Verification - 
Audit/ validation. 
 
Benjamin Chew and Ed Alexander will produce a draft recommendation with regard to 
tracking inventory to be discussed at the next working group meeting and potentially 
submitted to the Task Force. 
 
Lynn Hettrick and Darryl Johnson will produce a draft recommendation with regard to 
sample size for testing and retention to be discussed at the next working group meeting and 
potentially submitted to the Task Force. 
 
Shane Johnson will produce a draft recommendation with regard to ownership interest to be 
discussed at the next working group meeting and potentially submitted to the Task Force. 
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Ed Alexander made a motion to add the suggested draft recommendations to the next 
meeting agenda. Lynn Hettrick seconds the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

 
XI. Public Comment  

 
Cindy Orser, of DigiPath Labs, stated there is value in proficiency testing in the labs.  
Proficiency testing allows a comparison in labs across the country.  The Association of 
Commercial Cannabis Labs sponsor semiannual proficiency testing which gives the ability to 
see how your labs are doing compared to other labs.  There is a requirement that labs go 
through proficiency testing twice a year.  It is the time for testing of edibles and for extracts. 
 
Mona Lisa Samuelson, patient advocate, stated the safety gap is in testing.  We would like 
to see testing as part of the public record. 
 
Brenda Perkins, of Nevada CannLabs, stated ISO certification proves that paperwork is 
done consistently; it does not prove that something is being done wrong.  We need more 
stringent audits, standards, accuracy of third party standards and secondary source 
validation.  Instrument calibration also needs to be tested.    
 
David Grenz, Nevada Department of Agriculture.  With regard to accreditation, it is very 
important to have other testing in place other than, or in addition to, ISO.  The state should 
establish laboratory standards and each analyst should be certified by method.  PT is also 
very important.  Random surveillance samples should be collected and tested at the state 
lab.  Sterile techniques should also be addressed.  Edible testing should meet a certain 
variance. 
 
Randy Gardner, of Certified AG Lab, stated the medical marijuana system in Nevada is a 
really good system.  A lot of the information being discussed is going to be very costly.  PT 
is very important.  It is difficult to put any weight on state testing.  Absolute Standards is by 
ISO and you receive a pass or fail.  Be careful with putting a certification on the round robin.  
Mr. Gardner would like to thank the ILAC Committee they have done a great job with the 
medical marijuana program.      

 
XII. Adjourn.  10:42 a.m. 

 
 
 


